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VILLAGE OF RED HOOK 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES WORKSHOP MEETING 

VILLAGE HALL 
JANUARY 26, 2023 

 
Present: Mayor Karen Smythe, Deputy Mayor Brent Kovalchik, Trustee Melkorka Kjarval, Trustee Declan 
Dwyer-McNulty, and Village Deputy Clerk Annamarie Gruntler-Bussey 
 
Absent: Trustee Charlie Laing 
 
Meeting opened by Mayor Smythe at 7:03pm 
 
Mayor Smythe asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the January 9, 2023 Village Board of 
Trustees Meeting. Motion made by Trustee Dwyer-McNulty and seconded by Deputy Mayor 
Kovalchik.  
 
Vote: 

Mayor Smythe ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Trustee Laing ☐  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☒  Absent/Excused 
Trustee Kjarval ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Trustee Dwyer-McNulty ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Vote Total 4    1 
Result Motion: Passed 

 
Trustees discussed the water agreement with Bell Jar LLC (a.k.a., Mighty Donuts) including input and 
information provided by Dennis Kanuk, owner of Bell Jar LLC (in attendance). 
 
Mayor Smythe asked for a motion to allow her to sign the Water Agreement with Bell Jar LLC (a.k.a., 
Mighty Donuts). Motion made by Deputy Mayor Kovalchik and seconded by Trustee Kjarval.  
 
Vote: 

Mayor Smythe ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Trustee Laing ☐  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☒  Absent/Excused 
Trustee Kjarval ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Trustee Dwyer-McNulty ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Vote Total 4    1 
Result Motion: Passed 
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Mayor Smythe asked for a motion to appoint Anna Greig to the Red Hook Library Board (5-year term). 
Motion made by Trustee Dwyer-McNulty and seconded by Trustee Kjarval. Trustee Kjarval disclosed 
to the Board that she was an employee of the Red Hook Library. 
 
Vote: 

Mayor Smythe ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Trustee Laing ☐  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☒  Absent/Excused 
Trustee Kjarval ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Trustee Dwyer-McNulty ☒  Aye ☐  Nay ☐  Abstain ☐  Recuse ☐  Absent/Excused 
Vote Total 4    1 
Result Motion: Passed 

 
Trustees discussed draft water shut off/turn down policy. 
 
No budget adjustments. 
 
Discussed ADP timekeeper system (yet to be initiated) and current methods to recording time. 
 
Discussed sewer STEP system maintenance needs and how they’ll be completed and by whom. 
 
Deputy Mayor Kovalchik made a motion to adjourn the January 26, 2023 Village Board of Trustees 
Workshop Meeting at 8:03pm. Motion seconded by Trustee Dwyer-McNulty. All in favor. Meeting 
adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

 
Jennifer Cavanaugh, Clerk 


