VILLAGE OF TIVOLI
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
MAY 4, 2026
MEETING MINUTES

A meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Village of Tivoli was held on May 4, 2026 at the Historic Watts dePeyster Village Hall located at 86 Broadway, Tivoli NY, 12583. The meeting was called to order by acting chairperson Karen Cleaveland at 7:00 PM.
Present: Acting Chairperson Karen Cleaveland, Mark Bennett, Elizabeth Kiefer, Clerk Kris Cleaveland
Also present: Laurie Heldman, Amelia Legare, George Smith, Liza Legare, Philip Legare, Michele Greig
Absent: Ethan Palmer
Recused: Jonathan Trombly
The first order of business was the review of minutes from August 4, 2025. There were two changes to be made reagrding the spelling of Mark Bennett’s name. On a motion by Karen Cleaveland, seconded by Mark Bennett, the board voted to accept the minutes. Roll call: Karen Cleaveland- aye, Mark Bennett- aye, Elizabeth Kiefer- aye. All in favor. Motion carried.
The next order of business was establishing a date for a public hearing to render an interpretation for Michele Grieg, at 45 Montgomery Street. Greig requests an interpretation of the definitions of “accessory use of a building” and “accessory building.” On a motion by Elizabeth Kiefer, seconded by Mark Bennett, the board voted to set the date for a public hearing for the interpretation on June 1, 2026 at 6:00 PM. Roll call: Karen Cleaveland- aye, Mark Bennett- aye, Elizabeth Kiefer- aye. All in favor. Motion carried. 
The last order of business was establishing a date for a public hearing to deliberate an area variance for George Smith and Amelia Legare, at 45 Montgomery Street. George Smith was asked to explain his project to the board. Smith has assembled a shed to be placed on a foundation that he has already laid on the property after receiving a building permit. The foundation was laid before he had a survey performed. There was a stop work order issued due to a neighbor complaint. Smith intends on moving the foundation to adhere to the 10’ side setback but would like to keep the shed the same distance from the rear property line as it is now. He is requesting an area variance for the rear setback, which is on an angle, from 3.8’ to 4’ when the required setback is 10’ for the R15,000 district. On a motion by Elizabeth Kiefer, seconded by Mark Bennett, the board voted to set the date for a public hearing for the area variance on June 1, 2026 at 7:00 PM. Roll call: Karen Cleaveland- aye, Mark Bennett- aye, Elizabeth Kiefer- aye. All in favor. Motion carried. The public hearing will be held on the third floor of the Historic Watts dePeyster Village Hall and like all public hearings, is open to the public to attend.
On a motion by Elizabeth Kiefer, seconded by Mark Bennett, the board voted to close the meeting. Karen Cleaveland- aye, Mark Bennett- aye, Elizabeth Kiefer- aye. All in favor. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:24 PM.

Respectfully submitted,


Kris Cleaveland
Village Clerk
